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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 
Collar  -  Assassination 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Lincoln's  Last  Laugh. 
(New  Yorlc  Asylum.) 
Mr.  Georgo  Van  Duwr,  of  this  city,  has 
presented  to  the  Ciaur)  L  'so  Library  a 
portion  of  the  collar  worn  uy  Abraham 
Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  assassination. 
Mr.  Van  Duzor  was  present  at  Ford's  Thoa- 
tro  -on  that  fatal  night,  and  relatos  tho 
following  Incldem: 

The  army  undor  Gen.  Loe  having  sur- 
rendered to  Con.  Grant  a  few  davs  nrevl- 
ously,  Secretary  Stanton,  on  the  13th  of 
April,  16(55,  lelegiaphod  to  Gov.  John  A. 
Dlx  to  stop  the  draft,  as  It  was  considered 
that  the  war  was  virtually  over. 

At  .Ford's  Thoatro,  Washington,  D.  C,. 
on  tho  evening  of  April  14,  18(35,  th3  play 
of  "  Our  American  Cousin"  was  being  en- 
acted. In  tho  sceno,  Just  before  the  fatal 
^hot  of  the  assassin,  a  garden  setteo  was 
standing  on  tho  stage  opposite  tho  Presi- 
dent's box.  Mary  Meredith  (one  of  tho 
characters  of  the  play),  followed  by  Lord 
Dundreary  (with  her  shawl  thrown  over 
his  arm),  came  upon  the  stage,  and  the 
lady  took  a  scat  upon  tho  settee.  Glancing 
over  first  one  shoulder  and  then  the  other, 
she  exclaimed :  ' 

"  My  Lord,  will  you  please  be  so  ldnd  as 
to  throw    that  shawl    over   my  sholders? 
There  appears  to  be  such  a  draft  here." 
Loid  Dundreary  Immediately  replied: 
"  You  are  mistaken,  Miss  Mary—  there 
19  no  draft.      The  draft  Is  all  over." 

Tbo  President  Instantly  saw  the  point 
and  laughed  very  heartily,  as  did  the  entire 
audience,  who  arose  and  choored.  In  a. 
few  munitmls  more  the  assassin  had  done 
his  worli,  and  a  nation  was  In  tears 
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April  k,  19U6 


Mrs •  Sheridan  Ferree 
k006  teland  Street 
Chevy  Chaae,  Md. 

My  dear  Madam: 

I  tr^t  you  will  not  foe  I  I  m  diaeourteoua 
in  not  replying  to  year  letters  of  Jebruary  7  and 
February  Ik  lc-ng  before  tliia .    The  fact  is  I  hare 
been  out  ef  ay  z  ft  loo  nearly  all  of  tba  time  since,  the 
Washington  engagement  ani  here  had  very  very  iftfcl© 
opp orfcunity  to  gi^e  yctxr  ?jW|pfe(fittia  any  consideration, 

Ife  have  n^ver  been  very  much  interested  in 
citricfl  !«sre  anc  f::r  that  reason  I  rather  Hesitate  to  make 
any  offer  for  the  interesting  item  which  you  have  in  your 
'0  oss  ess  ion.    It  seems  to  me  that  you  do  have  it  q,uite  well 
authentic itated  and  while  in  Philadelphia,  I  made  some 
little  effort  to  try  and  discover  the  other  half  of the 
collar  which  is  said  to  be  in  the  CAR  Museum  there  but 
was  unsuccessful  in  my  quest  • 

May  I  inform  you  again  that  we  are  very  much 
interested  in  the  little  curio  you  have  but  I  do  not  think 
we  would  care  to  acquire  it* 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:CR3 
L»A  .Warren 


Director 


THE  EQUITABLE  LIFE  ASSURANCE  SOCIETY 


OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


HOME  OFFICE 


NEW  YORK  .  N  .Y. 
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N.  PRESIDENT 


MARY  E.   HOFFMAN,  REPRESENTATIVE 
I7TH    FLOOR,    FEDERAL   RESERVE   BANK  BLDG 
lOTH   AND   GRAND  AVENUE 


KANSAS  CITY.  MO.. 

January  19,  1948 


KANSAS  CITY  6.  MO. 


Louis  A.Warren,  Litt.  D. 
Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

In  compliance  with  your  request  at  the  Advertising  k  Sales  Executives  luncheon 
at  Kansas  City  today,  I  am  glad  to  give  you  in  writing  the  little  story  about 
the  half  of  Lincoln's  collar  which  my  father  secured  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Lincoln's 
assassination* 

To  give  you  a  little  background  which  might  possibly  be  of  some  assistance  in  case 
you  should  by  any  remote  chance  run  across  the  trail  of  this  Lincoln  memento,  I 
will  begin  wich  a  bit  of  family  history.    My  grandfather,  Ripley  Christian  Hoffman 
was  a  lawyer  in  Jackson,  Ohio,  well  know  throughout  the  State  because  of  has  ability 
as  a  public  speaker.    The  Governor  of  the  State  frequently  called  uuon  him  during 
the  Civil  War  years  to  go  on  speaking  tours  for  the  purpose  of  securing  recruits 
for  the  Union  army.    When  my  grandfather  was  away  from  home  on  one  such  speaking 
trip,  my  father,  a  seventeen  college  student,  tookadvantage  of  his  absence  to 
enlist,  shortly  before  the  end  of  the  war.     This  enlistment  seems  to  have  permanently 
interrupted  his  college  course,  and  when  the  war  was  over,  at  about  the  age  of  18  I 
believe,  my  father  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  War  department  in  Washington. 

He  and  his  roommate  (by  the  name  of  Isham  I  believe  —  if  I  have  spelled  it  right) 
were  in  their  rooming  house  across  from  the  Ford  Theatre  on  the  night  of  Lincoln's 
assassination.     They  heard  the  shots,  or  at  least  the  commotion  and  ran  across  to  the 
Ford  Theatre,  some  way  or  other  getting  up  onto  the  stage  where  Mr.  Lincoln  had  been 
stretched  out.    Mr.  Lincoln's  collar  had  been  removed  and  Isham  cut  it  in  two,  so  that 
each  might  have  a  half.     I  have  heard  my  father  say  that  he  sent  his  half  home  for 
safer  keeping  and  that  it  had  always  been  a  mystery  to  him  what  had  become  of  it.  It 
is  a  matter  of  considerable  surprise  to  me  that  apparently  it  became  lost,  because  my 
grandfather  was  a  person  who  kept  souvenirs  or  anything  of  historical  interest  which 
came  his  way,  as  attested  by  the  contents  of  the  "strong  box    nrw  in  my  possession 
in  which  he  had  accumulated  many  such  mementoes.     The  most  logical  explanation  which 
has  occurred  to  me  is  that  a  servant  may  sometime  have  thrown  it  out,  thinking  that 
half  cf  a  collar  was  only  a  bit  of  rubbish! 

If  this  little  account  of  this  incident  is  of  any  help  to  a  worthy  competitor,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  have  been  of  this  small  service! II 


Very  sincerely, 


UB :  IV. 


Mtmmi'i/  3,  1948 


Hies  Mary  8.  Hofftaan 

9m  Agd.  table  Life  Assurance  Society 

17th  Floor,  Mnd  Reserve  Bank  Sldg. 

10th  &  Grand  lore* 

Kr^iscs  Oity,  6,  'iscrcc*: 

Dbox  Hiss  HnTftaam 

Z  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  story  of 
the  half  of  Lincoln1  s  collar  which  you  have  sent  to  3r. 
barren*    It  ie  a  Best  interesting  and  unique  piece  of 
information* 

2*%  Warren  is  ejected  hack  froa  his 
Sjiweaiag  itinerary  around  isareh  15th  and  I  will  call  hi  3 
attention  to  your  letter  isr lediately  upon  his  return. 

7ery  truly  yours, 


Kargaret  Hoellering 
m  Secretary  to  lev  barren 

el  to  the  iomo'  fstQy, 


I*   •  -.v.. 


March  2fc,  19**8 


MIm  Mary  Sa  Hoffnsn 

The  Equitable  Life  Amurbm  Society 

17th  iloor,  Federal  Reserve  Bonk  Building 

Tenth  and  Grand  Avenue 

Kansas  City,  6,  Missouri 

My  dear  Mlea  Hoffman: 

Just  hack  at  ny  desk  I  an  attesting  to  taring  up  to 
date  book,  of  the  correspondence  which  has  accuamlstel,  during 
my  absence. 

Yoirr  letter  nov  before  me  recalls  the  retry  interesting 
incident  relating  to  the  Lincoln  collar,  which  your  father  secured 
at  the  time  of  Mr*  Lincoln's  wswssl.nn'trton.   I  am  sure  that  you 
will  want  to  get  in  touch  with  Mro.  Sheridan  Ferroe,  hOOG  Lsland 
Street,  Chevy  Chase,  Maryland. 

I  think  that  you  will  find  that  your  grandfathor's 
roctnaate  wins  naaed  Porree,  and  inns  ranch  as  you  will  went  to  corre- 
spond emth  the  fauily,  I  will  not  co  into  further  details  with 
respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  lost  half  of  the  collar.  The 
other  half  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Ferroe  family. 

I  hope  that  yon  will  have  an  interesting  osrrespendenoe 
with  the  Ferree  fatally. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAVrXB 


Director 


The  Civil  War  Round  Table 

of  Washington.  D.  C. 


c 
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Augu3t  14,  1952 


Mr.  Bert  Sheldon 

4827  -  43rd  Place,  N.  W. 

Washington  16,  D.  C. 

Dear  Bert: 


Thanks  very  rauch  for  sending  the  picture.  It  is  new  to 
me  but  I  cannot  identify  the  place  where  it  was  taken.  I  will  let 
you  know  if  I  am  successful  in  doing  so. 

You  will  please  find  attached  to  this  letter  a  photostatic 
copy  of  some  correspondence  I  received  from  Mary  Mm  Hoffman  which  I 
think  sets  forth  her  side  of  the  dollar  story. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAWtPE  Director 

P.S.  I  do  not  recall  having  heard  the  rat  trap  story  and  the  very 

nature  of  it  proves  it  was  a  hoax. 
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